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 Curious Explorers Curriculum 
 

AIM OF POLICY 

Children are born ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact 

with other people, and in the world around them. Development is not an automatic 

process, however. It depends on each unique child having opportunities to interact in 

positive relationships and enabling environment. 

 

At Curious Explorers Ltd we follow a curriculum which is jointly planned with the 

children and parents and designed to enable children to initiate, develop and learn 

through structured ideas and meaningful free-flow play. Children are encouraged to 

be involved in their own learning with staff encouraging them to try new things, have 

their own ideas and make their own choices. We actively encourage the children to 

be fully engaged in what they do, without interruption and give praise and 

reassurance to keep them motivated to learn. 

 

Each child is valued as a unique individual and offered an environment that enables 

them to learn through play and practical, hand on experiences that are fun and real. 

 

We actively follow the child’s lead and plan around the child’s interest. 

 

We follow the seven areas of learning recommended by the Department for 

Education, which provide the foundation for later learning. 
 

Key Person 

The explanation of this commitment includes sections on secure attachment, shared 

care and independence. The emphasis is on developing the role of a 'Key person' to 

form a genuine bond with a baby or child and form friendly, supportive relationships 

with the family.  

 

Secure Attachment 

A key person helps the baby or child to become familiar with the setting and to feel 

confident and safe within it.  

A key person develops a genuine bond with children and offers a settled, close 

relationship.  

When children feel happy and secure in this way they are confident to explore and 

to try out new things.  

Even when children are older and can hold special people in mind for longer there is 

still a need for them to have a key person to depend on in the setting, such as their 

teacher or a teaching assistant.  
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Daily handover 

Every parent gets a verbal daily handover when collecting their child. This handover 

consist of what they have eaten, nappies, done during the day and if they have 

slept. 

Toddler and Babies get a day sheet sent home by email. This is done on Daily 

Connect. This is also a place to capture wow moments to share with parents. 

 

Planning 

At Curious Explorers we plan for children through observing them, finding out what 

their interest is and using their next steps. 

We plan activities around themes that sometimes link in with current festivals or use 

books or interests to develop themes to plan from. 

 

Observations and Assessment 

When a child joins us observe children to find out about their needs, what they are 

interested in and what they can do.  

Note children's responses in different situations.  

Analyse your observations and highlight children's achievements or their need for 

further support.  

Involve parents as part of the ongoing observation and assessment process.  

 

Observations 

We plan for observations by looking at their next steps. We use Tapestry to log 

observations on and send the observation to parents for feedback. 

Observations are a very important tool. We use these observations to track progress. 

On Tapestry progress is tracked through a summative assessment sheet. Every week 

all room leaders print off a progress sheet for their room. This help all members of staff 

identify what areas of learning needs to be planned for. This also supports members of 

staff to plan for next steps. 

 

Target setting (next steps) 

Next steps for all learning areas are displayed in each room for all children. Next steps 

change regularly as the child develops. We use Tapestry as a tool to plan for set and 

plan for next steps. 

 

Reporting 

All children get a summative assessment report at the end of each term.  

This report gets done on Tapestry, printed off and given to parents. 
Termly we arrange a Parent’s Day for parents to discuss their child’s progress with their 

key worker. 
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Assessment tracking 

Each child has a Learning Journey on Tapestry that tracks their progress as well as an 

individual EYFS Tracking Sheet. 

 

When a child joins us, an entry assessment is done with the parents within the first 4-6 

weeks. It is done through observations and talking to parents. This is then noted on the 
child’s EYFS tracking sheet. 

 
Every week the Room’s Tapestry Summative Assessment sheet will be printed off.  

The Summative Assessment supports planning, target setting and identifying children 

that are working below average in the group. 

 

Termly (Room leader to direct) 

Summative assessment sheet is kept 

Reports are written 

EYFS tracking sheet for each child is updated 

The manager will do an analysis on progress and observations done. She/he will then 

use this to decide what training is required or resources are needed to ensure all 7 

learning areas are well planned for and resourced. 

 

Learning Journey 

Through observations a learning journey is created for each child on Tapestry. 

This Learning Journey is sent to all parents at the end of each term by email. 

At the end of the year their learning journey is made into a photo book and given to 

parents. 

 

Supporting Every Child 

The explanation of this commitment includes children’s need for sensitive 

knowledgeable adults, understanding their personal learning journeys and working 

together with other professionals and parents making children's needs central to the 

learning process.  

 

The Learning Environment 

The learning environment is ever changing to reflect children’s interests. Learning 

opportunities are planned for and set up to develop children. The EYFS is used to 

support us with this. 

 

Enabling Environment 

The environment plays a key role in supporting and extending children’s 

development and learning. Enabling environments encourage babies and young 

children to play because they feel relaxed, comfortable and ‘at home’ in them. 

When children feel emotionally safe and secure they are able to explore and find out 

about the place they are in and the things they can see, touch, manoeuvre or 
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manipulate. In the EYFS the environment is described in terms of three aspects: The 

emotional environment, the outdoor environment, the indoor environment. These 

three aspects of the environment together make up the environment for play and 

learning in the EYFS. 

 

Emotional Environment 

The environment is more than physical space because it contains the emotions of the 

children who spend time in it, the staff that work there and the parents who leave 

their children there. The emotional environment is an invisible measure of ‘feelings’ – 

sometimes it can have a ‘feel-good’ factor where the children, staff and parents feel 

positive, and at others it can have a ‘not-so-good’ feel about it when children, staff 

or parent are down or unhappy. Maintaining positive feelings is important for staff, 

children and parents, but equally if they feel safe in the emotional environment 

children can express their feelings safely, knowing that their parents or staff are 

nearby to help them if they feel overwhelmed by these. Teaching children ways to 

talk about and express their feelings allows them to externalise them safely, rather 

than to cover them up and leave them hidden away. Feelings which are expressed in 

safety are far easier to deal with than those which are left unresolved. 

 

Indoor and Outdoor environment 

Rich environments indoors have an immediate effect on the 

quality of children’s learning and development. What is a 

rich environment? It’s comfortable, interesting, attractive 

and appropriate for the child or children who use it. For 

some children it becomes like a second home where they 

eat and sometimes sleep. A suitable environment for a young baby will be very 

different from a suitable environment for a four or five year old although some 

features will be the same.  Environments should be attractive and make children feel 

safe and secure and happy to be there and they should also be places where 

children can confidently play and learn. 

Indoor space needs careful planning as it needs to be 

flexible to accommodate children’s changing interests 

and needs. Resources should be of the highest quality. 

Books need to be attractive and well maintained and 

reflect children’s fascinations. Resources such as blocks 

for building with, felt pens, chalks or pencils for mark-

making, clothes for dressing up in and small items such as 

cars, dolls and jigsaws should be accessible by children 

themselves. 
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Children gain enormous benefits from learning outdoors. Ideally they should have 

access to outdoor space on a daily basis – regardless of all except the worst weather. 

Being outdoors allows them to move around without many of the restrictions of being 

inside. They can fill their lungs with clean air and use all of their senses to appreciate 

the colours, different noises, the sense of space and of scale. Being outdoors supports 

confidence and allows opportunities for big scale play, problem-solving and 

creativity in the company of other children. Physical activity is enhanced. So is 

calculated risk taking. In the outdoors, children’s use of language is five times greater 

than indoors. Resources don’t need to be expensive. Old tyres, some logs and crates 

will stimulate imagination and can be used in a number of ways.  A sheet can 

become a den. Flower pots and hanging baskets and a ‘wild area’ give contact with 

the natural world.  The outdoors supports active learning and when balanced with 

quiet areas for reflection can really enhance children’s learning. 

 

 

 


